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The SAWE Advantage 

Almost from its inception in 1939, the Society of Allied Weight 

Engineers, Inc. (SAWE) has been the leading global organization for the 

advancement of Mass Properties Engineering (MPE).  Our focus on 

optimized weight and mass properties control throughout the entire product 

lifecycle make us key members of the design and engineering teams for 

military and commercial hardware in all industries.   

The history of the SAWE mirrors the history of developments in aviation, 

aerospace, land vehicle, and marine and offshore engineering.  Being part of 

our team makes your company part of a mutual partnership dedicated to 

creating a collaborative environment for advancing emerging technologies, 

aligning business strategies, the networking and professional growth and 

development of employees, and streamlining engineering Best Practices in 

the all areas of MPE.  We encourage all companies and engineering 

organizations to explore the incomparable benefits and advantages of an 

SAWE Corporate Membership. 
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Who is the SAWE? 

In the mid-1930s, Lyle R. “Mike” Hackney of Lockheed Aircraft Corp. and Edward S. Fife 

of Vultee Aircraft, Inc. envisioned a professional organization to provide support and a means of 

technical interchange for the fledgling profession of Weight Engineering.  As a result of their 

work and vision, the Society of Aeronautical Weight Engineers was organized in 1939 in Los 

Angeles, California, and was incorporated as a nonprofit organization on April 2, 1941.  As 

membership grew to include engineers associated with shipbuilding, land transportation, and 

other allied industries and technologies, the Society name was changed on January 1, 1973, to the 

Society of Allied Weight Engineers, Inc. (SAWE).  The purposes of the Society are several, and 

are focused on: 

1) Providing a means for those interested in mass properties engineering (MPE) to work 

together to further their professional goals. 

2) Promoting recognition of mass properties engineering as a specialized discipline in the 

entire spectrum of professional engineering. 

3) Serving as a medium for the exchange of current mass properties-related techniques and 

state of the art improvements in the profession. 

4) Promoting the design and manufacture of optimum weight equipment, development of 

new materials, and improvements in the state of the art. 

5) Encouraging members to promote continuous improvement in the interrelations between 

mass properties engineers for mutual benefit.  

6) Publicly recognizing any person or organization that significantly enhances the 

professionalism of the Society or develops new technology that improves the state of the art 

of mass properties engineering efficiencies. 

7) Promoting the inclusion of mass properties engineering in the curriculum of study in 

institutions of higher learning. 

8) Providing training and professional development opportunities for those working in the 

field of mass properties engineering. 

The primary purpose of the SAWE is to foster and promote the free and open interchange of 

ideas and information related to the current state and latest developments in the profession of 

Mass Properties Engineering (MPE).  This technical interchange is the lifeblood of the Society, 

and the most important reason we exist.  The primary vehicle for the exchange of this 

information, other than our publications, is the annual international conference.  A healthy and 

broad-based technical program is essential to keep these conferences at the forefront of 

developments in MPE, and as an invaluable resource for our members and member companies. 

In addition to technical exchange, the SAWE is the pre-eminent source for standards and 

practices related to the implementation and practice of MPE across a broad spectrum of 

industries.  We also maintain our own Training Program for the education and professional 

development of our members, as well as for onsite classes tailored to the needs of our Corporate 

Member companies. 
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Opportunities Through the SAWE 

An SAWE Corporate Membership 

helps gain you access to the global 

engineering community.  With chapters 

around the world, members whose 

companies read like a “Who’s Who” of 

advanced technological development, 

and yearly International and Regional 

conferences, the SAWE gives you a 

ready platform to access, dialogue, 

influence and collaborate with partners 

and markets around the world. 

The SAWE also maintains ties with 

academia and research institutions, 

creating a forum to interact with, 

develop, and support the next generation 

of engineers, as well as be involved with 

the latest research developments.  

 

 

 

 

Your Employee, Our Member 

As a member of our organization, your 

employee is just as important to us as 

they are to you.  Through the SAWE, we 

offer extensive opportunities for their 

professional growth and the development 

of their careers through networking, 

education, and participation. 

Writing technical papers for SAWE 

conferences, involvement in our 

chapters, serving as a Society officer, or 

membership on our committees, these 

varied opportunities for professional 

development boost your employee’s 

growth, technical abilities, and maturity.  

Our broad-based Training Program, 

either online, at conferences, or at your 

company, gives further opportunities for 

formal education and development.  And 

all the while they are networking with a 

global community of committed, 

enthusiastic, highly educated 

professionals.  Growing your employees 

through the SAWE directly grows your 

company. 
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Our Committees, Where the SAWE 

Happens 

Primarily focused on our annual 

International conference, the SAWE 

makes available to all members valuable 

networking opportunities through our 

committees.  These promote professional 

development, technical exchange, and 

foster ongoing relationships.  SAWE 

committees include: 

 Executive Committee 

 Board of Directors 

 Technical Committee 

 Standards and Practices Committee 

 Standing Committees 

 Appointed Committees 

Executive Committee 

The SAWE Executive Committee 

consists of all elected and appointed 

officers of the Society.  They act as a 

Steering Committee to guide and carry 

out the President’s vision. 

Board of Directors 

Each chapter of the SAWE maintains a 

Chapter Director as one of its officers.  

The Director is the primary liaison 

between the chapter members and the 

SAWE Executive Committee.  Together 

with the Executive Committee, the 

Chapter Directors form the Board of 

Directors (BoD), who are the governing 

body   of   the   Society   responsible   for 

setting policy, voting on business, and 

overseeing our finances.  The Board 

meets once a year prior to the annual 

International conference. 

Technical Committee 

The SAWE Technical Committee is 

responsible for developing the technical 

program at our annual International 

conference.  This team seeks out authors 

and presenters involved in the latest 

developments and current state of MPE.  

This free and open technical exchange is 

the heart of the SAWE’s mission and 

charter.  Our Technical Tracks define the 

breakdown and focus of the committee 

members. 

 Integrated Product Design 

 Product Life Cycle Management 

 Marine Systems Design 

 Ground Systems Design 

 Flight Technology – Manned 

 Flight Technology – Unmanned & 

Space 

 Advanced Design Characterization 

 System Verification 
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Standards and Practices Committee 

The SAWE Standards and Practices 

Committee (SPC) is responsible for 

developing the documentation that will 

define the process of MPE for current 

and future generations.  Our standards 

and practices are applicable not only to 

engineers, but also to managers and 

planners who are responsible for 

developing the schedules and manpower 

staffing needs for programs.  Through 

involvement with this work, you can 

directly affect the efficiency, structure 

and direction of your company. 

Standing Committees 

In addition to the Technical and S&P 

Committees, other Standing committees 

of the SAWE help carry out our day-to-

day work and keep our operations 

functioning, as well as help with outreach 

to students, academia, and the global 

engineering community.  Our Standing 

committees include: 

 Academic Committee 

 Awards Committee 

 Conference Planning Committee 

 Constitution Committee 

 Financial Planning Committee 

 Membership Committee 

 Operations Manual Committee 

 Projects Committee 

Appointed Committees 

At any time, the International 

President may choose to appoint special 

temporary committees to carry out 

specific tasks.  Work on these 

committees can be especially valuable to 

younger members as a short-term 

responsibility, to help give them 

experience with and a voice in the 

development of our Society and the MPE 

profession. 
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SAWE Conferences 

The SAWE sponsors an annual 

International conference and up to three 

(3) Regional conferences each year.  

These forums allow for discussions of 

the current and future state of MPE both 

throughout our global organization as 

well as in more localized companies, 

areas and chapters.  Regional conferences 

help feed papers and discussion points to 

the International, and presentations and 

material from the International can 

become a topic for workshops or 

discussions at the Regional level, for the 

benefit of members who could not attend 

the larger venue.   

Your involvement at the International 

level not only grants you access to our 

membership as well as papers and ideas 

from the global engineering community, 

but also to students and members of 

academia.  The International conference 

also affords you a speaking platform to 

market wares or share ideas directly with 

that community. 

As one of the primary benefits 

afforded our Corporate Members, you 

will be entitled to complimentary 

registration(s)  and/or   preferred  exhibit 

 

space at the International conference.  In 

addition to access to the technical 

content, this includes participation in our 

Standards and Practices Day, which is 

completely given over to discussions on 

the development of processes and 

documentation that define the practice of 

MPE in our Society and your company. 

Special Attention, Personal Support 

The SAWE is the leader in MPE 

around the world.  We recognize that 

your goal is to be a leader in your 

industry.  As part of your support of our 

organization, we endeavor to support you 

in reinforcing your position and 

furthering your business goals.  Our staff 

will personally work with you to ensure 

your satisfaction and provide services 

designed to grow our Society and drive 

your business. 

 Ensuring easy access to SAWE 

benefits and services, as well as our 

full resources. 

 Coordinating being a conference 

exhibitor, whether at an International 

or Regional level. 

 Making use of our Training Program, 

whether at our conferences, online, or 

as personalized onsite training. 

 Assistance with submitting papers, 

access to our online technical database 

or involvement with our S&P work. 

 Ensuring smooth and open access to 

our SAWE leadership or committees 

as needed. 
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Corporate Memberships in the SAWE 

In order to realize the mutual benefits as previously outlined, the SAWE maintains a 

comprehensive corporate support structure.  This allows for the involvement of companies and 

corporations of all sizes at the level that best suits their needs.  Involvement consists either of a 

Company Membership in the Society, or a Corporate Partnership.  The details of each are 

outlined in the following. 

 

Company Member 

Company Members (CM) constitute the initial level of formal organizational support with 

the SAWE.  Company Members have two options for involvement with the SAWE.  The CM 

support level includes the following commensurate benefits. 

 

1) Company Member – Level 1: Support Level $600 

At the CM-1 level, Company Memberships include the following: 

 Receipt of the Annual Conference proceedings (technical papers and exhibitor 

information) on CD for the Company Library. 

 Complimentary copy of the three (Fall, Winter, 

Spring) editions of the SAWE “Weight Engineering” 

Journal for their Company Library. 

 Listing on the SAWE website at www.sawe.org as a 

Company Member. 

 Open access to the technical library of over 3000 

papers presented at past conferences. 

 Open access to all current SAWE Standards and 

Practices for Mass Properties Control. 

 Eligibility for onsite group Training courses, priced 

at a 5% discount. Current course offerings are: 

- Aircraft Weight and Balance Course 

- Ship Inclining Experiment 

- Introduction to Naval Architecture 

- SAWE RP 7: Mass Properties Management and Control of Military Aircraft 

- Aircraft Weight Estimating and use of SAWE RP 8: Weight and Balance Reporting 

forms for Military Aircraft 

- Marine Weight Control and Weight Estimating Methodology 

- Automated Weight and Balance System (AWBS) Software Training 

http://www.sawe.org/
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 Ten percent (10%) discount on annual advertising rates in the “Weight Engineering” 

Journal and/or on the SAWE website.  

2) Company Member – Level 2: Support Level $1000 

At the CM-2 level, Company Memberships include the following: 

 Receipt of the Annual Conference proceedings (technical papers and exhibitor 

information) on CD for the Company Library. 

 Complimentary copy of the three (Fall, Winter, Spring) editions of the SAWE “Weight 

Engineering” Journal for their Company Library. 

 Listing on the SAWE website at www.sawe.org as a Company Member. 

 Open access to the technical library of over 3000 papers presented at past conferences. 

 Open access to all current SAWE Practices and Standards for Mass Properties Control. 

 Eligibility for onsite group Training courses, priced at a 5% discount.  Current course 

offerings are: 

- Aircraft Weight and Balance Course 

- Ship Inclining Experiment 

- Introduction to Naval Architecture 

- SAWE RP 7: Mass Properties Management and Control of Military Aircraft 

- Aircraft Weight Estimating and use of SAWE RP 8: Weight and Balance Reporting 

forms for Military Aircraft 

- Marine Weight Control and Weight Estimating Methodology 

- Automated Weight and Balance System (AWBS) Software Training 

 Ten percent (10%) discount on annual advertising rates in the “Weight Engineering” 

Journal and/or on the SAWE website. 

 One (1) complimentary 3-day registration to the Annual International Conference.  If the 

company chooses to be an exhibitor at the conference, the benefit may be applied to the 

exhibitor fee. 

 One (1) seat on the Board of Directors (BoD).  This position may comment on all business 

that comes before the Board, but is not accorded an official vote in Board proceedings. 

 

http://www.sawe.org/
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Corporate Partner 

Corporate Partners (CP) take on a substantially higher level of organizational support, which 

entitles them to a host of additional benefits and services.  CPs have two options for involvement 

with the SAWE. 

 

1) Corporate Partner – Silver Level: Support Level $5000 

At the CP-S level, Corporate Partnerships include the following: 

 Receipt of the Annual Conference proceedings (technical papers and exhibitor 

information) on CD for the Company Library. 

 Listing on the SAWE website at www.sawe.org as a Corporate Partner. 

 Three (3) complimentary memberships in the SAWE, which includes 3 separate copies of 

the International Conference proceedings and “Weight Engineering” Journals. 

 Open access to the technical library of over 3000 papers presented at past conferences. 

 Open access to all current SAWE Practices and Standards for Mass Properties Control. 

 Eligibility for onsite group Training courses, priced at a 5% discount.  Current course 

offerings are: 

- Aircraft Weight and Balance Course 

- Ship Inclining Experiment 

- Introduction to Naval Architecture 

- SAWE RP 7: Mass Properties Management and Control of Military Aircraft 

- Aircraft Weight Estimating and use of SAWE RP 8: Weight and Balance Reporting 

forms for Military Aircraft 

- Marine Weight Control and Weight Estimating Methodology 

- Automated Weight and Balance System (AWBS) Software Training 

 A Conference Benefits package in the sum of $1000, which may be applied toward any of 

the following: 

- Two (2) complimentary 3-day registrations to the International Conference, including 

complimentary tickets to the Awards Banquet. 

- One (1) complimentary preferred exhibit space which includes two (2) conference 

registrations and the Awards Banquet. 

- Complimentary registration to the Training Course(s) of a student’s choice at the 

International Conference.  

 One (1) complimentary half-page color advertisement in the International Conference 

Program. 

http://www.sawe.org/
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 Choice of one (1) complimentary half-page color advertisement in one edition of the 

“Weight Engineering” Journal, or one three-month advertisement on the SAWE website. 

 One (1) seat on the SAWE BoD with full voting rights. 

 One (1) member on the Standards & Practices Committee for the purpose of directing the 

development of Recommended Practices and Process Standards. 

 

2) Corporate Partner – Gold Level: Support Level $15,000 

At the CP-G level, Corporate Partnerships include the following: 

 Receipt of the Annual Conference proceedings (technical papers and exhibitor 

information) on CD for the Company Library. 

 Listing on the SAWE website at www.sawe.org as a Corporate Partner. 

 Five (5) complimentary memberships in the SAWE, which includes 5 separate copies of 

the International Conference proceedings and “Weight Engineering” Journals. 

 Open access to the technical library of over 3000 papers presented at past conferences. 

 Open access to all current SAWE Practices and Standards for Mass Properties Control. 

 One (1) Onsite Group Training Course at a 15% discount.  Current course offerings are: 

- Aircraft Weight and Balance Course 

- Ship Inclining Experiment 

- Introduction to Naval Architecture 

- SAWE RP 7: Mass Properties Management and Control of Military Aircraft 

- Aircraft Weight Estimating and use of SAWE RP 8: Weight and Balance Reporting 

forms for Military Aircraft 

- Marine Weight Control and Weight Estimating Methodology 

- Automated Weight and Balance System (AWBS) Software Training 

 A Conference Benefits package in the sum of $2000, which may be applied toward any of 

the following: 

- Up to four (4) complimentary 3-day registrations to the International Conference, 

including complimentary tickets to the Opening Reception and the Awards Banquet. 

http://www.sawe.org/
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- One (1) complimentary preferred exhibit space which includes two conference 

registrations and the Awards Banquet. 

- Complimentary registration to the Training Course(s) of a student’s choice at the 

International Conference. 

 One (1) complimentary full-page color advertisement in the International Conference 

Program. 

 A complimentary full-page color advertisement in each edition of the “Weight 

Engineering” Journal as well as on the SAWE website for that year. 

 One (1) seat on the SAWE BoD with full voting rights. 

 Three (3) members on the Standards & Practices Committee for the purpose of directing 

the development of Recommended Practices and Process Standards. 
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Comparison of Corporate Member Support Levels 

Company 
Member 
Level 1  

Company 
Member 
Level 2 

Corporate 
Partner 
Silver 

Corporate 
Partner 

Gold 

CM-1  
$600 

CM-2 
$1000 

CP-S 
$5000 

CP-G 
$15000 

Receipt of the Annual Conference proceedings (technical 
papers and exhibitor information) on CD for the Company 
Library. 

* * * * 

Complimentary copy of the SAWE "Weight Engineering" 
Journal for their Company Library * * * * 

Listing on the SAWE website at www.sawe.org at the 
appropriate level of support * * * * 

Open access to the technical library of over 3000 papers 
presented at past conferences. * * * * 

Open access to all current SAWE Standards and Practices for 
Mass Properties Control. * * * * 

Eligibility for On-Site Group Training Courses at a reduced 
rate    

5% 5% 5% 15% 

Ten percent (10%) discount on annual advertising rates in the 
“Weight Engineering” Journal and/or on the SAWE website. * * * * 

 one (1) seat on the Board of Directors (BoD).   * * * 

    with discussion privileges  
  * * * 

    with voting privileges 
    * * 

 (X) member(s) on the Standards and Practices Committee for  
development of Recommended Practices and Standards     

(1) (3) 

Complimentary SAWE Individual Memberships     (3) (5) 

Conference Benefits Package including the following:         

Complimentary 3-day registrations, ( CM-2 and CP  
includes Awards Banquet, CP includes Reception)   

(1) (2) (4) 

One (1) complimentary preferred exhibit space,includes 
two (2) conference registrations and the Awards Banquet     *  *  

Color ad. In the International Conference Program     half page full page 
Either a complimentary half page color ad in one edition of 
the "Weight Engineering" Journal or one 3 month ad on the 
SAWE website.     

*   
Complimentary full-page color ad in each edition of the 
"Weight Engineering" Journal as well as on the SAWE website 
for that year     

  * 
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The SAWE Mission: 

To establish the SAWE as the premier international forum for the 

promotion, advancement, and support of the Mass Properties Engineering 

profession.  Our standards and commitment to education and technical 

excellence will provide a path to excellence in our members’ careers and 

professions for the benefit of both commercial and government customers. 

Your participation as an SAWE Corporate Member will help ensure 

achieving our mission.  More importantly, your commitment will allow us to 

position our Society and your employees and company to achieve your 

mission and advance your company’s goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

Inquiries about the SAWE should be addressed to: 

 

Mr. Ron Fox, Executive Director 

Society of Allied Weight Engineers, Inc. 

5734 Lucia Walk 

Long Beach, California  90803-4015 USA 

Phone: 562-596-2873  Fax: 562-596-2874 

Email: ron.fox@sawe.org 

 

 

mailto:ron.fox@sawe.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


